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Drum Rim Guard And S und Modifier 
Cros R ference to Cop ndinq Patent Applicati ns 
This application is a continuation of applicant's copending application 
Serial No: 10/033,357; filed December 28, 2001. 

Background Of The Invention 
Field Of The Invention 
This invention relates to a new and improved drum assembly having a 
rim guard and sound modifier. 

Brief Description Of The Prior Art 
Conventional drums consist of a hollow drum shell having one or more 
drumheads held in place by head rims. Conventional drums are usually not 
tunable except in a very narrow range by adjustment of the head rim. The rims 
are susceptible to damage in use and also when drums are stacked, especially 
the larger bass drums. 

Summary Of The Invention 
It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide to provide a 
new and improved drum assembly having improved means for protecting the 
rim of a drum and providing a means for modification of the sound produced 
by a drummer. 

Another object of this invention is to provide to provide a new and im- 
proved drum as mbly having a guard for protecting th rim of a drum and 
providing a means for modification of the sound produced by a drummer. 
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Another object of the invention is to provide to provide a n w and im- 
proved drum assembly having a rim le ve for prot cting the rim of a drum and 
providing a means for modification of the sound produced by a drummer. 

Another object of this invention is to provide to provide a new and im- 
5 proved drum assembly having improved means for repairing a damaged rim of 
a drum and providing a means for modification of the sound produced by a 
drummer. 

Another object of this invention is to provide to provide a new and im- 
proved drum assembly having a rim sleeve means for repairing a damaged rim 
10 of a drum and providing a means for modification of the sound produced by a 
drummer. 

Other objects of the invention will become apparent from time to time 
throughout the specification and claims as hereinafter related. 

Brief Description Of The Drawings 
15 Fig. 1 is a view in elevation of a conventional drum assembly. 

Fug. 2 is a plan view of the drum assembly shown in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a partially exploded, isometric view of the outside of a standard 
drum assembly with a drum rim guard secured thereon. 

Fig. 4 is a partially exploded, isometric view of the inside of the drum rim 
20 and guard shown in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 i an isom trie view of a drum rim a in Fig . 3 and 4 howing an- 
other embodiment of the rim guard. 
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Fig. 6 is an isometric view of th inside of the drum rim and guard shown 
in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is an edge view of the drum rim guard as shown in Figs. 5 and 6. 
Fig. 8 is an isometric view of the outside of a standard drum assembly 
s with a drum rim guard securing damaged portions of the rim together. 

Fig. 9 is a partially exploded, isometric view of the inside of the drum rim 
and guard shown in Fig. 7. 

Description Of One Preferred Embodiment 
Referring to the drawings by numerals of reference, and more particu- 
io larly to Figs. 1 and 2, there is shown a drum 10 having a rim 11 and drumhead 
2. Drum 10 is a bass drum, although the invention may be used with snare 
drums and other drums. In Fig. 3, the drum 10 is shown lying on its side and, 
when assembled, has drumheads 2 that are supported on the drum shell. The 
drumheads 2 are secured on the drum shell by rims 11. 
15 Drum rim 11 has a rim guard 12 secured thereon which comprises a 

channel-shaped sleeve member having one side 13 longer than the other side 
14. rim guard sleeve 12 has aligned holes 15 and 16 in sides 14 and 13 respec- 
tively. Rim guard sleeve 12 is seed by set screws 17 which extend through 
washers 18 into holes 15 and are tightened by Allen wrench 19 (or equivalent) 
20 until they bottom out against the surface of drum rim 11. 
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Assembly And Operation 
The assembly of the drum rim guard should be obvious but will be de- 
scribed for further clarity. Drum rim guard sleeve 12 is manufactured as a 
metal extrusion and cut to desired length. Holes 16 are drilled in side 13 and 
5 used as pilot holes for locating holes 15 in side 14. Holes 15 are threaded to 
receive the sets crews 17 for tightening the rim guard on the drum rim 11. 
When this drum rim guard is installed oh a drum, it protects the drum rims 
against damage during stacking and provides a modification of the sound pro- 
duced by the drum. Drummers will usually beat the drumhead at various posi- 
10 tions for desired effect and often beat the drum rim. When they strike the rim 
guard 11, they get a further desirable modification of the sound produced. 

Description Of Another Embodiment 
In Figs. 5-7, there is illustrated another embodiment of the rim guard 
which fits around both edges of the drum rim. 
is Referring to the drawings by numerals of reference, and more particu- 

larly to Figs. 5 and 6, there is shown a drum rim 21. The drum is a bass drum, 
although the invention may be used with snare drums and other drums. In Fig. 
5, the drum is lying on its side and, when assembled, has drumheads that are 
supported on the drum shell. The drumheads are secured on the drum shell by 
20 rims 21. 

Drum rim 21 has a rim guard 22 secured thereon which compri e a 
channel shaped si eve memb r haying one sid 23 with nd portions 24 

4 



Express Mail Label EK280499177 US Deposited and Mailed 9-11-03 

formed outwardly and inturned portion 27 and 28 (Fig. 7). Rim guard sle ve 
22 has aligned holes 25 and 26 in sides 28 and 13 respectively. Rim guard 
sleeve 22 is secured by a snap fit over the rim 21 and, when desired, by set- 
screws which extend through washers into holes 25 and are tightened by Allen 
5 wrench (or equivalent) until they bottom out against the surface of drum rim 21 . 

Assembly And Operation 
The assembly of this drum rim guard should be obvious but will be de- 
scribed for further clarity. Drum rim guard sleeve 22 is manufactured as a 
metal extrusion and cut to desired length. Holes 26 are drilled in side 23 and 

io used as pilot holes for locating holes 25 in side portion 28. Holes 25 are 
threaded to receive setscrews for tightening the rim guard on the drum rim. 
This drum rim guard may also be installed on a drum with edge portions 27 and 
28 hooked around drum rim 21 without the need for setscrews. It protects the 
drum rim against damage during stacking and provides a modification of the 

15 sound produced by the drum. Drummers will usually beat the drumhead at 
various positions for desired effect and often beat the drum rim. When they 
beat on the rim guard, they get a further desirable modification of the sound 
produced. 

Description Of A Further Embodiment 
20 In Figs. 8-9, there is illustrated a further embodiment of the rim guard 

which protects a damaged or fractur d drum rim. 
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Referring to th drawings by numeral of referenc , and mor particu- 
larly to Figs. 8 and 9, th re is shown a drum rim 31 . Th drum is a bass drum, 
although the invention may be used with snare drums and other drums. In Fig. 
8, the drum 30 is lying on its side and, when assembled, has drumheads that 
5 are supported on the drum shell. The drumheads are secured on the drum shell 
by rims 31. 

Drum rim 31 has a rim guard 32 secured thereon which comprises a 
channel shaped sleeve member having one side 33 longer than the other side 
34. rim guard sleeve 32 has aligned holes 35 and 36 in sides 34 and 33 respec- 
io tively. Rim guard sleeve 32 is secured by bolts 37 which extend through op- 
tional washers through holes 36 and 35 and are secured by locknuts 38. Bolts 
37 are tightened by Allen wrench 39 (or equivalent) and the locknuts 38 held by 
a wrench until tight. 

Assembly And Operation 

15 The assembly of this drum rim guard should be obvious but will be de- 

scribed for further clarity. Drum rim guard sleeve 32 is manufactured as a 
metal extrusion and cut to desired length. Holes 36 are drilled in side 33 and 
used as pilot holes for locating holes 35 in side portion 34. Holes 35 and 36 are 
smooth to receive bolts 37 for securing the rim guard on the drum rim. When 

20 this drum rim guard is installed on a drum, it repairs damage or breakage of the 
drum rim. As in the other embodim nts, it protects against damage during 
stacking and provides a modification of the sound produced by the drum. 
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Drummers will u ually beat th drumhead at various positions for desir d f- 
fect and often beat the drum rim. When th y beat on the rim guard, they get a 
further desirable modification of the sound produced. 

While this invention has been described fully and completely with spe- 
5 cial emphasis upon several preferred embodiments, it should be understood 
that within the scope of the appended claims, the invention can be practiced 
otherwise than as specifically described herein. 
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